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ADVERTISEMENT. 



after the death of the lamented BUhop RoBcaii, b meeting of the 
the Maduaa district, Indiana conference, was called, to take acme 
I bereavement of the Church. At ths meeting nrndrj reaolutions 
and, among others, one requesting the presiding elder of the district 
9 faneral sermon of Biebop Boberts within the bauDili of each 

ling is the Bubstance of a sermon preached in the atj of Madison, 
the 6th of June, 1843, in purauance of the aboTe leqaest; and 
in other charges in the district, with a few lariations. 
the author regrets that the sarmon is not more worthj of the great 
in whose death has colled it forth; yet he is induced, by the [ei}uest 
rlj meeting conferences of the distnct, end by a desire to contnbute 
the memory of oar much loied Bishop, (o submit it for pobUca- 
that God may condescend lo bless, even this humble effort, to the 
d comfort, in some small degree, of a bereaved Church. 

Thb Avibob. 
, Jul;/, 1843. 



FUNERAL SERMON 

OK THE 

DEATH OF BISHOP ROBERTS 



<* David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell 
on sleep,*' Acts xiii, 36. 

These words, in connection with the context, were doubtless 
designed to prove that Christ, and not David, was heir to many of 
the promises made to David in the Scriptures. This view of the 
text is well worthy of consideration ; but it is not the intention thus 
to employ it on this occasion. It is our object simply to consider 
it as it describes a character, and asserts a fact. 

In pursuance of this design, we shall, 

I. Notice the character of David as drawn in the text : <* He 
served his own generation by the will of God." 

II. Consider the fact asserted: << He fell on sleep." 

III. Apply the subject to the occasion. 

On the first two propositions we shall be designedly brief, that 
we may have more time to employ in speaking directly to the sub- 
ject which has called us together at this hour. 

I. Our first business is to notice the character of David as drawn 
in the text. 

David, the son of Jesse, of an obscure family in the tribe of 
Judah, and the inconsiderable village of Bethlehem, was born in 
the year of the world, according to our best chronographers, about 
2919 : before Christ 1085 years. He was the youngest of eight 
sons, and was the keeper of his father's sheep. It is supposed that 
he was anoinied by Samuel, when he was about fifteen years of 
age, and that he slew Goliah when in his twenty-third or twenty- 
fourth year. He became king of Judah after the death of Saul ; 
and about seven years thereafter, king of all the tribes of Israel, 
when he was about thirty-seven years of age. He died when sev- 
enty or seventy-one years of age, having reigned in Hebron seven 
years, and in Jerusalem thirty and three years ; thus constituting a 
reign of forty years.* 

* See Clarke in loco. 
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Under other circumatauces we might profilaMy contemplate the 
character of David as presented to us in the Scriptures, as a shep- 
herd, a musician, a skillful military leader, a hero, a king, a poet, a 
prophet, and a truly pious man. But, for the sake of brevity, we 
shall only mention three ways in which he served hia generation. 

1. By his example. Our example is ever rendering service, or 
doing injury to those with whom we associate. No man, however 
humble his station, can be without influence in the example which 
he exhibits, whether it be good or bad, for weal or woe. We have, 
in David's example, 

(1.) De^ pitty to God. This is the most prominent feature in 
his character — the ground-work, from which others derived their 
distinct expression. From youth to gray hairs, his history, with 
one brief interruption, is a continued recital of his reverence for, 
and devotion to God. The one hundred and nineteenth Psalm, 
written, by himself, to eulogize the Divine law and express his at- 
tachment to it, has a lively comment in his life of piety. 

(2.) Holiness is another feature in his example. He was a man 
after God's own heart. In youth, the paths of sinful pleasure 
were untrodden by his feet. In manhood, no feeling of lawless am- 
bition finds a lodgment in his bosom; and in old age, his con- 
tinued hungering and thirsting after righteousness is clearly evinced 
by his frequent and earnest petitions for the cleansing influences of 
the Spirit of grace upon his heart. 

(3.) Benevolence toward man is another striking feature in his 
character. See it as exercised toward hia parents, his envious 
brothers, his family and friends, the descendants of the former king, 
in his deathless attachment to Jonathan ; but, above all, toward his 
personal enemies — such as Saul and Shimet. Here were the prin- 
ciples of Christianity acted out, although under a darker dispensation. 
2. David served his generation by the instructions which he gave ; 
for he was a prophet, called of God, and ordained by the proper 
He was a great teacher, and most amiable in his 
communicating truth. He taught that " the fear of the 
■ue religion'] " is the beginning of wisdom." Then he 
scope of its operation, and the proper method of paying 
the great Author of our being and our blessings. The 
■■ an incomparable liturgy, and have been incorporated into 
ms of devotion that have ever been adopted by either 
Christian Churches since they were written. David, to 
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his Other numerous excellencies as a teacher, added the charms of 
poetry and music ; and ** the harp of the son of Jesse still continues 
to drive away the evil spirit." 

3. David served his generation in the discharge of his official 
duties. He was king of Israel ; and although he had not much to 
do with the enactment of laws, as the government was still theo- 
cratical, yet it devolved upon him to administer the executive gov- 
ernment of his kingdom in such a way as to secure the safety and 
happiness of his people ; and this, by Divine aid, he was enabled 
to do. See what they were when he came to the throne— com- 
paratively few and feeble ; but see what they were when he ** fell 
on sleep" — ^like the stars of heaven for multitude. 

Now, all this serving of his generation was 5y, or according 
to the will of God. This was the rule of his service. 

II. We are next to notice the fact asserted in the text. *' He fell 
on sleep." 

From the context we learn that by this mode of expression Da- 
vid's death is recorded. Death is the lot of all our race. <' Dust 
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return," is the Divine decree ; and 
to this there have been but two exceptions. But there is something 
peculiar in this mode of expression, although common with the 
New Testament writers. 

1. Death is here spoken of as a resting from toil. We know that 
sleep is another name for rest; it is *« tired nature's sweet restorer." 
And how beautiful is the allusion ! David, after a life of toil, in 
serving his own generation, goes to rest. 

2. But we must bear in mind that it is not exertion merely that 
qualifies for rest in death ; but it must be labor consecrated to Him 
who has *' the keys of death," if there we would " rest upon our 
beds, each one walking in his uprightness." David labored thus; 
he served his generation according to the will of God, and was con- 
sequently prepared for to rest in death. 

3. There is here an intimation of the immortality of the soul. In 
sleep, though the senses are locked up, the mind sleeps not ; the 
spirit wakes and acts. So in the sleep of death. Said the suffer- 
ing Savior to the dying penitent, ** To-day shalt thou be with me 
in paradise." Hence, St Paul, while his heart glowed with Chris- 
tian confidence, was *< willing rather to be absent from the body, 
that he might be present with the Lord ;" yea, he had a << desire 

to depart and be with Christ, knowing that it was far better." 

1* 
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ssurrection of the body itself is alao strongly iMi- 
thod of representing death. The benumbing in- 
:3nnot always continue. Sleep will repair our 
and we awake to more vigorous activity. So, 
in Jesus shall God bring with him." Those who, 
y "served their generation by the will of God," 
ep," shall awake lo a joyful resurrection — 



now to apply the subject to the solemn ( 
e together at this time. 

3 service of the day cannot fail to inspire a deep 
3nt. You esteemed the venerable servant of God, 
speak, too highly lo listen without concern to this 

of respect to his memory. But here our effort 
be imperfect, not only from our want of ability to 
aracter so exalted, but from want of lime and 
ect the necessary information ; and also want of 
i short limit of one discourse, all that truth and 
L to require. Under these circumstances, we pro- 
sgree of trembling and hesitancy. My brethren 
d ray congregation generally, you will aid me by 
1 this part of the subject we design giving, 
b of (he life of our departed senior Superintendent. 
RD Roberts, the son of Hobert Roberts, and Mary, 

in Frederick county, Maryland, on the 2d day of 
e was the ninth child of his parents, and the third 
y name of Robert Hichford; two elder brothers 

having died previous to his birth. His parents 
■embers of the Episcopal Church, moral in their 
iving, at least, the form of godliness. When he 
ears of age, his parents, with their family, emi- 
eland county, Pennsylvania, and settled in Lig- 

V settlement, they heard the Gospel preached by 
rant preachers; they invited them to thbir house, 
e a preaching place, and God blessed the family, 
ly of him at whose house the ark of the Lord 
3 of David. Parents and children became the 



DEATH OF BISHOP ROBERTS. 7 

happy subjects of converting grace. The country being new, the 
advantages for education were limited, the youth having access only 
to the common schools of the country, in which were taught read- 
ing, writing, arithmetic, and English grammar. It was here, how- 
ever, that the youthful Robert acquired the rudiments of a sound 
education, which, being improved by subsequent industry and close 
application, enabled him to obtain an extensive fund of useful knowl- 
edge. In the fourteenth year of his age he embraced religion, and 
some months after joined the Church. 

We have recently been furnished with some extracts from a brief 
manuscript left by our departed Superintendent It was written 
probably sometime during the past year, and contains only some in- 
cidents of his early life, as we are informed, perhaps up to about 
the thirtieth year of his age. Doubtless many will regret that he 
was not permitted to continue the narrative down to a later period. 
The friend who has kindly furnished these extracts, and who was 
long and intimately acquainted with the venerated Roberts, writes 
thus : — 

*< In reference to his conversion, the Bishop, after speaking of the 
previous state of his mind, says : * It was in the month of May, 
U792, when I was in the fourteenth year of my age, (the day I do 
not recollect, though the facts are now as vividly impressed upon my 
mind as when they first occurred,) while engaged in earnest prayer, 
that I humbly trust, God for Christ's sake pardoned my sins.' The 
Bishop had not then, nor did he for some months afterward, connect 
himself with the Church : not that he had any objections to our 
doctrines or Discipline, for even before his conversion he says that 
he felt a warm attachment to the Methodist Church. But the rea- 
sons assigned by himself are perfectly characteristic of the man. 
< He feared that, as he was so young, he might dishonor the cause, 
as many others had done.' And he appears not to have met with 
that encouragement from others, which his youth and naturally 
timid disposition required. In relating the manner and circum- 
stances of his connecting himself with the Church, he says : * From 
the time of my conversion I diligently attended the^eans of grace; 
always attending preaching and class ; for both were held in my 
father's house. The preachers then on the circuit were, as I 
thought, sometimes quite severe upon me; but, after they were 
gone, they were succeeded by brothers Bell and Bunn. These men 
conducted themselves kindly and affectionately toward me, and 



pains in instructing me in the way of life. One day, 
hing, brother Bell met the clasB, and after he had spoken 
3St, he came to me, as I generally took my seat in a cor- 
lelf ; and, after he had spoken to me, he aslied the claas 
re any objections to brother Robert becoming a member 
The class-leader said he knew of none, and accord- 
er Bell wrote my name on the class-book; and I thought 
lad, by the unanimous approbation of the class, placed it 
; it should remain. This was in 1793, when I was in 
1 year of my age, and I have never regretted it from that 

i8 short, yet touching narrative, we may discover the jm- 
that kind and affectionate treatment which is due indeed 
lore especially to the young and timid convert, may 
lepherd of Israel continue to bless the Church with paa- 
laving Iheir minds endued with heavenly wisdom, shall 
and skillful in instructing and feeding the lambs of his 

rhteenth year, tliis pious youth, being actuated by a laud- 
f enterprise, left his father's house, and, in company with 
oung men, went to Chenango, in western Pennsylvania, 
I could be obtained for the settling, and made a location 
LOW Mercer county. He erected a small cabin, and com- 
ing the trees in order to open a farm. The ensuing year 
irothers came to his assistance; and ultimately the whole 
jrated to this wilderness home. In this new country, 
plenty, he depended, for a time, considerably upon the 
Kcame an expert hunter. In following this pursuit he 
i to many dangers, in his deliverance from which the 
land of an ever watchful Providence was often clearly 
t was this frontier life which gave hardness and strength 
lulion, thereby fitting him, physically, for the impor- 
oriou3 station, which Heaven designed him to fill. 
:ar 1798 he was married to Elizabeth Oldham, of York 
msylvania, who proved to be a help meet indeed. She 
mourn her irreparable loss, and to be cherished by that 
' the advancement of the interests of which, she has 
lade so many sacrifices. May kind Heaven conlinu- 
ipon, and abundantly bless that widowed one! 
■■ time of his conversion, our beloved Bishop was much 
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exercised on the subject of preaching, and was often, by his friends, 
solicited to speak in public ; but, being of a retiring disposition, he 
for some years declined, and seemed to shrink from the responsi- 
bilities of the ministry ; doubdess thinking himself unqualiEed for 
the important work. At times he would endeavor to banish the idea 
from his mind, but the impression would return with increased 
energy, often causing him in heart to exclaim, <' Woe is unto me, 
if I preach not the Gospel." On one occasion, a local preacher of 
some eminence visited the neighborhood, and seeing young Roberts 
in the congregation, called upon him to close the meeting, at which 
he was so astounded that, in the moment of alarm, he fled from the 
assembly and secreted himself in a neighboring barn. The preacher 
fearing that he had injured the young man, after his return home 
addressed to him a letter, in which, after making an apology for the 
liberty he had taken in calling him by name in the congregation, he 
narrated a dream which he stated he had concerning him. In this 
was set forth the eminent seat and brilliant crown which awaited 
him should he be obedient to the heavenly calling, and also brought 
to view the irreparable loss which he would sustain should he de- 
cline the arduous service. It was, perhaps, a day dream. It is 
said, however, to have had a good effect upon the mind of him to 
whom it was addressed, and greatly encouraged him to go forward. 
At length, after many struggles, he opened his mind to a young 
traveling preacher, now one of the fathers in the Ohio conference,* 
and in 1801 was licensed to exhort. 

In 1802 he was licensed to preach, and, having been duly recom- 
mended, was admitted on trial into the Baltimore annual conference. 
The first three years he traveled the Carlisle, Montgomery, and 
Frederick circuits, successively. The four following years he trav- 
eled in succession the Shenango, Erie, Pittsburg, and West Wheel- 
ing circuits— these circuits then embracing nearly (perhaps quite) 
all the territory now included within the bounds of the Pittsburg 
and Erie annual conferences. He was next stationed successively 
in Baltimore city, Fellspoint, Alexandria and Georgetown. In all 
these several fields of labor his name and labors will be grate- 
fully remembered, until the then existing generation shall have 
passed away. 

In 1813 he was transferred to the Philadelphia annual conference, 
and that year and the following stationed ,in Philadelphia city. 

*Rey. James Quinn. 
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In 1815 he was appointed to the Schuylkill district, where he 
labored for one year with great acceptability and usefulness. 

On the 18th day of April, 1816, the Philadelphia annual confer- 
ence met in that city of brotherly love, and no Bishop being present, 
(in consequence of the then recent death of the venerable Asbury,) 
he was chosen president j9ro. tem.t and presided greatly to the satis- 
faction of all concerned. 

On the 1st day of May ensuing the General conference met in the 
city of Baltimore ; and on the 14th of the same month he was, by 
the suffrages of his brethren, elected Superintendent; and having 
been duly installed into that office, he, at the close of the General 
conference, entered upon the arduous duties of that responsible sta- 
tion, which he continued to fill with dignity and great usefulness for 
almost twenty-seven years. 

In the year 1819 he removed his family to a new farm which he 
had purchased in Lawrence county, Indiana. There they resided, 
while he continued to pursue his itinerant calling ; until, about five 
years ago, he again removed them some three or four miles to a 
house which he had prepared for their reception in the village of 
Lawrenceport ; and. there, in the bosom of his family, on the 26th 
day of March last, he ceased to labor and suffer, changing this world 
of toil for the land of rest. Thus, he too, «* having served his own 
generation by the will of God, fell on sleep." 

2. We would now notice, more particularly, some of the more 
prominent traits in his character, as exhibited in his life^ labors and 
death. And here we remark that, like David, he served his generation, 

1. By his example; and in this, the most striking feature was, 

(1.) Deep piety to God. This shone forth in all his conduct 
and conversation. From the days of his boy-hood, until the hour 
of his dissolution, his history, without any interruption, presents a 
lively comment upon that Gospel which he so successfully pro- 
claimed. One incident in his early life will evince his deep vener- 
ation for, and ardent devotion to God. When in his eighteenth 
year, as before noticed, he left the home of his youth in company 
with four others, it is stated that the first night after they had erected 
their rude tent in the midst of a dense forest, they there, by mutual 
agreement, erected the family altar, and offered the incense of prayer 
and praise to that God whose "eyes are over his people, and whose 
ears are ever open to their prayers ;" who hears the voice of the 
sincere sugpliant, whether it ascends from the *« void waste or the 
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city full." And, during the time of his sojourn on earth, he appears 
to have followed the directions given by the wise man, *< In all thy 
ways acknowledge Him," (God;) and he doubtless realized the 
fulfillment of the annexed promise, ** He shall direct thy paths." 
He was truly a man of prayer ; in its holy exercise taking great de- 
light, and by it holding daily audience with the Deity. We learn 
that, on the Friday previous to his decease, a number of friends be- 
ing in his room, he asked his physician if it would not do to have 
prayer. The doctor answered that it would if he desired it. A 
chapter was then read, and a prayer offered up by a brother present; 
after which there was a momentary pause, when the Bishop said, 
<* Go on with a prayer meeting," and then called upon two others 
successively to pray. Thus, as the worthy editor of our Western 
Advocate justly remarks, << the last social meeting at which he was 
present, was a prayer meeting in his own house ;" and we would 
add that, although stretched upon his death couch, himself was the 
leader of that prayer meeting, 

(2.) Holiness to the Lord. This was his motto, the object of his 
pursuit; and to this, in an eminent degree, he doubtless attained, 
which was evinced by the even tenor of his life and unvarying 
sweetness of his temper; giving evidence, amid the most trying 
scenes, and under the greatest provocations, of the continual in- 
dwelling of that " charity which is not easily provoked. ^^ Hence, 
holiness was the theme on which he delighted to dwell ; and the 
last sermon, save one, which he delivered, was at Bedford, at a sacra- 
mental meeting on the 1st day of January last, where he is reported 
to have spoken with uncommon fervor on his favorite subject of 
purity of heart, and the consequent friendship of heaven's King. 

(3.) Benevolence to man. This was also a prominent feature in 
his example. Although to be rich in this world's goods was not his 
lot, yet was it ever his delight, according to his ability, to administer 
to the wants of the necessitous ; and the lonely widow, and home- 
less orphans, were for years fed from his table, and clothed from 
his wardrobe ; and these, in the morning of eternity, will doubtless 
rise up and call him blessed. Indeed, such was the benevolence of 
his heart that it was evidently his delight to make, as far as practi- 
cable, all with whom he associated, cheerful and happy ; and such 
was the blandness of his temper and suavity of his manners, that 
a good man could but feel at perfect ease in his company. And 
hence his acquaintance and society were eagerly sought, and most 
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highly prized by the intelligent philanthropist. The benevolent in- 
stitutions of the day, especially the Missionary Society, shared 
largely in his munificence; and our literary institutions, for the 
success of which he manifested an undying solicitude, often received 
donations from his scanty store ; and in the last distribution of his 
property, we learn that, having given a part to his relatives, the re- 
mainder he bequeathed to the Asbury University, which is now in 
a most flourishing condition, at Greencastle, in his own adopted, and 
much loved state, Indiana. 

2. Our beloved Bishop also served his generation by teaching the 
way of life ; for he was a Christian prophet, called of God to the 
sacred office, and set apart, ordained by the proper Church author- 
ities. As a minister his appearance in the pulpit was at once pleas- 
ing and attractive ; his manner was dignified and commanding ; his 
gesticulation natural ; his voice was manly, yet possessing an inim- 
itable richness, which caused his flowing eloquence to fall upon the 
ear of his audience like strains of sweetest music ; and it is thought 
that, in the days of his greatest strength, he was surpassed by few 
as a pulpit orator. He had, also, << a clear, sound understanding in 
the things of God ;" and, consequently, was well prepared to make 
plain the doctrines of the Gospel, to ^napart them by argument, and 
to enforce them by motive. Surely, if gifts, grace, and usefulness 
combined, are to be considered as furnishing evidence of a call to the 
work of the ministry, he gave the clearest evidence of his call to 
that work, and he gave the most demonstrative proofs that he lacked 
not the necessary qualifications. He spoke with a holy pathos, and 
not unfrequently a peculiar unction accompanied his word. It was 
this which often drew the gathering crowd near the consecrated spot 
on which he stood, causing them to hang upon his lips with, inex- 
pressible delight, and to listen, with the most intense interest, to the 
words of grace which he spoke. 

I well recollect that, when attending the Missouri conference, 
which held its annual session in the city of St. Louis in the fall of 
^y 1890^ I became acquainted with an intelligent military ofiicer of 
high rank, who, at that time, I think, had charge of a military post 
on the frontier, high up the Missouri river. On one occasion, 
while in conversation, he inquired if Bishop Roberts would be there 
during the sitting of the conference, and being informed that he 
would not, he expressed great regret, remarking that he had heard 
the Bishop preach once, and would go a considerable distance to 
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enjoy the privilege again. He added, "I was in the city when 
your conference held a previous session here, and learning that 
Bishop Roberts was to preach, I went to hear him. When I 
arrived, the chapel was so much crowded that it was with diffi- 
culty I obtained a seat just inside the door. I saw the Bishop sit- 
ting in the pulpit ; but, having been out on a long frontier tour, (as 
I afterward learned,) his apparel looked rather rusty, and I did 
not suppose that could be him. At length he arose to begin the ser- 
vice. I then thought it probable that the Bishop was ill, and that 
this venerable looking man was put up to fill his place. I felt dis- 
appointed, but thought that I would wait a little, and hear what he 
had to say. He commenced reading, and I soon found I had mis- 
taken my man. After the hymn was sung he knelt and prayed— 
and such a prayer! He read his text and commenced preaching, 
and I soon became so deeply interested in the speaker and his sub- 
ject as to lose sight of every thing besides ; and when I next cara^ 
to myself, I found that I had insensibly arisen from my seat, pressed 
through the crowded aisle, and was standing near the pulpit, my 
hands uplifted, my eyes and my mouth open, and I was weeping 
with all my might. And O it did me so much good to weep ! 
I verily thought that every body in the house was weeping too." 
Such was the influence produced upon the mind of this gentleman, 
(and he, by the way, an irreligious man,) according to his own 
showing, by the heavenly eloquence which fell from the lips of our 
dear departed Roberts. 

But we need not go thus far to find living witnesses to the power 
and influence which attended his ministry. Many who hear me at 
this hour still remember, nay, they will never forget, in what melt- 
ing strains of holy eloquence (when standing in the tented grove on 
the summit of a neighboring hill) he spoke of the truth and sufB- 
ciency of Divine revelation, while the numerous and admiring 
crowd, having pressed near the consecrated altar, listened in death- 
like stillness, until the tears and groans of the penitent, and the half 
suppressed shouts of joy which burst from the bosoms of the pious, 
told, in language not to be misunderstood, with what heavenly skill 
he had been enabled to wield the Spirit's sword. Thus it was, 

*<Tbat, letting down the golden chain from high, 
He drew his audience upward to the sky." 

It is now but a few short months since his last visit to this city. 

Although his physical energies were evidently failing under the 
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heavy pressure of time and toil, yet, from the place where we now 
stand, you well recollect with what sweetness he spoke of the great- 
ness and freeness of Gospel salvation, and with what affectionate 
zeal he warned its neglectors to flee from the wrath to come. 

It is a just remark that the qualifications for the Christian min- 
istry are three-fold ; being partly natural, partly of grace, and partly 
acquired. Now, all these qualifications our departed Superintendent 
possessed in an eminent degree. He was evidently a man of supe- 
rior natural abilities, and all the powers of his mind were sanctified 
by grace ; and, although he had not all the advantages of a scientific 
training, yet he was a man of general information, having gained 
much useful knowledge ; and he possessed, also, the happy faculty 
of bringing all this to his aid in the important work in which he was 
engaged. I think that it is somewhere said of the celebrated Patrick 
Henry, by his eloquent biographer, that '* he was a child of nature^ 
and that, in this case, nature seemed too proud of her own work to 
admit of the embellishments of art" In applying this sentiment to 
our venerated Roberts, we would change the phraseology, and say. 
He was a child of Providence, a child of grace, a child of God ! 
and Heaven fully qualified him for the important station which he 
was designed to fill in the Church. Yet this, however, we remark, 
not without exertion on his part ; but, under the directing influence 
of heavenly wisdom, having studied to show himself approved unto 
God, he became <* a workman that needed not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth." 

3. Again : we remark that he too served his generation in the 
discharge of his official duties. As we have already seen, for more 
than a quarter of a century he served in the responsible station of 
Bishop, or Overseer, in the Church of God. In the discharge of 
the important duties of this office, he was, indeed, in labors more 
abundant: sometimes finding it necessary to visit as many as twenty 
of our states in one short year. Yet he never complained, but was 
untiring and fearless in the discharge of duty. Often was he in 
perils by water, and perils in the wilderness ; yet his mind never 
appeared to waver, but, as *< with an eye that never winked, and a 
wing that never tired," his watch-word was, onward. It was re- 
marked by our venerable and justly esteemed Superintendent, now 
the senior Bishop of our Church, a few weeks since, when in con- 
versation with your speaker, that, in traveling many thousands of 
miles in company with his departed colleague in their tours around 
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the continent, he had never known him for a moment to waver in his 
purpose : that he had been with him sometimes in circumstances of 
the most imminent peril; yet he had never once seen him shrink 
back, or manifest the least symptom of fear, but always ready 
(if permitted) to be foremost in every danger. An intelligent and 
intimate friend of our departed Roberts,^ has kindly furnished us 
with the following very interesting account, which so fully and stri- 
kingly illustrates some of the leading traits in the Bishop's char- 
acter that we should do injustice to our congregation by withholding 
any part of the communication. We give the writer's own words : 

" Dear Sir, — ^An incident having occurred in my intercourse with 
the late venerated and lamented Bishop Roberts, strongly illustrative 
of his characteristic equanimity and self-possession, and at the same 
time an instance of a remarkable providential preservation from a 
most imminent peril, I have thought that it might be interesting to 
you to have the particulars of the occurrence : 

*'In the spring of the year 1828 or '29, the good Bishop stopped 
at my house at Elizabethtown, Ohio, on his way from his residence 
in Indiana to Cincinnati. As a quarterly meeting was to commence' 
the next day, he was persuaded to remain during its progress, and 
preached two or three times, to the great delight and profit of a large 
audience. I well remember one discourse which he preached at 
sun-rise on Sabbath morning, from the eighth verse of the 57th 
Psalm, < Awake up, my glory : awake psaltery and harp : I myself 
will awake early.' The unwonted hour of public worship, the 
impressiveness and patriarchal simplicity of his manner, and the 
earnestness and force with which he set forth the duty of a constant 
spirit of thankfulness, gave his sermon an effect which, I doubt not, 
many of his hearers have never forgotten ; and, in connection with 
the incidents of the following day, have left an impression on my 
own mind as vivid and fresh as if it had transpired but yesterday. 
The Miami and Whitewater rivers, which it was necessary for him 
to cross in order to get to his appointment at Cincinnati on Monday 
evening, were then unusually high, so that the ferries at the usual, 
places had been obstructed foj&4everal days ; and, as he manifested * \ * ^ . 
a great anxiety to go on, I proposed to him to set him over both 
rivers below their junction, in a small flat-boat which I used for my 
private convenience at that point, and where I supposed we might 
cross in perfect safety. Accordingly, on Monday morning the good 

*Dr. J. H. Brower. 
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Bishop, with the mail-carrier, (who had been waiting for several 
days to get over the streams,) went on to the mouth of Whitewater, 
where the ferry flat lay ; and, with two men who usually took me 
over, and myself as steersman, we embarked : the current was ex- 
ceedingly rapid, and when about two-thirds of the distance across, 
(the rowers laboring with all their strength at the oars,) the lower 
oar suddenly snapped in twain ! Thus leaving us at the mercy of 
the raging stream. As we were rapidly floating toward a large mass 
of drift-wood lodged just below us, against which had we struck, 
we should in an instant have been dashed to pieces, the only alter- 
native was to steer the boat among a number of large trees, partly 
under water, and some thirty or forty feet from the shore. This 
we attempted ; and instantly, as the gunwale of the boat struck a 
tree, the force of the current against the upper side pressed it down, 
so that the water poured over it in mass, and filled it almost in a 
moment At this fearful juncture, I cried out to the Bishop to let 
go his horse and drive him overboard, which he did promptly, 
while a blow from the broken oar drove the mail-carrier's horse 
after him. By this expedient the load of the boat was so lightened 
that, by great exertion, it was pushed off from the tree, and got 
to the shore, full of water, and in a moment after sunk. The 
horses made their way to the shore some two hundred yards below 
us uninjured, the mail bags only being lost. 

*< During this fearful crisis the Bishop maintained a perfect calm- 
ness and self-command, to which, in a great degree, we owed our 
preservation. And, upon our reaching the shore, he quiedy spread 
out his handkerchief on the wet and muddy ground, and kneeling 
down, several minutes elapsed before his or our own overflowing 
hearts (overwhelmed with a sense of Divine mercy and goodness in 
our wonderful preservation from a watery grave) could give utter- 
ance to our feelings. He then broke out in the beautiful language 
of the 46th Psalm, * God is our refuge and strength ; a very pre- 
sent help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth 
be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of 
«^^(f^ the sea; though the waters thereof imr and be troubled.' And then, 
in a strain of thanksgiving, poured out such a b6rst of grateful 
acknowledgment for, and reliance upon, the sustaining and pre- 
serving mercies of God, as befitted the solemnity of the occasion 
and the greatness of the escape. Then addressing me, he said, 
, < My brother, the Lord has work for us to do yet, and has yet 
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mercies in store for us. Let us learn never to distrust his power or 
willingness to preserve, and never to shrink from the straight for* 
ward path of duty, or the work to which he has appointed us. 
*' Commit thy way unto him, and he shall bring it to pass." ' After 
accompanying the holy man to a neighboring house, where he was 
hospitably received, and drying his wet garments, he went on his 
way, and reached his appointment in season, leaving an impression 
upon my mind, which the lapse of time has never lessened, that, 
under Divine providence, to his own quiet and assured deportment 
and self-command, and the influence which it had upon us all, we 
owed our preservation from one of the most imminent scenes of 
peril which it has ever been my lot to witness, or partake in. 

" In frequent subsequent interviews, the good Bishop would revert 
to the scene, and always with the remark that his work was not then 
done, and that a special design for good was intended in Divine 
mercy by our singular preservation." 

We have here brought to view the true principle of his fearless 
perseverance in the path of duty-— a firm confidence in, and reliance 
upon the power and goodness of God. This is, indeed, the prin- 
ciple of all moral courage ; and it was this which enabled our ven- 
erated Bishop to meet danger, and to face opposition without fear ; 
for he never quailed in presence of the most violent and determined 
opposers of truth, but "he endured as seeing Him who is invisible." 
The language of Mr. Wesley concerning the pious Whitefield may, 
with the strictest propriety, be applied to him : " He was neither 
afraid of labor or pain, nor was he afraid of * what man could do 
unto him,' being equally patient in bearing ill and doing well. In 
whatever concerned himself he was pliant and flexible. In this case 
he was easy to be entreated, easy to be either convinced or per- 
suaded ; but he was immovable in the things of God, or wherever 
his conscience was concerned. None could persuade, any more 
than aflright him, to vary in the least point from that integrity which 
was inseparable from his whole character, and regulated all his 
words and actions. Herein did he * stand as an iron pillar strong, 
and steadfast as a wall of brass*' " In weariness he was always 
patient ; and maintained, amid the most trying circumstances, his 
wonted cheerfulness. In his general deportment, he was grave with- 
out the appearance of sadness, and cheerful without levity. 

As a presiding officer, he was prompt, yet mild, always acting 
with due regard to the feelings and interests of all concerned. I 

2* 
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think that it was at the last session of the Indiana annual conference 
which he was ever permitted to attend, that he remarked, while in 
conversation with a few intimate friends, that he had never given 
a preacher an appointment in order to oppress, or drive him from 
the work; hut, in the exercise of that delicate trust, (the ap* 
pointing power,) he had always (according to his best judgment, 
after obtaining the most correct information) consulted first the gen* 
eral interests of the work, and then the accommodation of all con- 
cerned, so far as it could be done consistent with the great interests 
of the whole work. And we hesitate not to say, that all who have 
witnessed his deep anxiety and prayerful solicitude on such occa- 
sions, will receive the declaration without the amalleat grains of 
abatement 

In the third chapter of St. Paul's first letter to Timothy, begin- 
ning at the second verse, we read the following : ** A Bishop then 
must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good 
behavior, given to hospitality, apt to teach ; not^ given to wine, no 
Strieker, not greedy of filthy lucre ; but patient ; not a brawler, not cov- 
etous ; one that ruleth well his own house, having his children in sub- 
jection with all gravity; (for if a man know not how to rule his own 
house, how shall he take care of the Church of God ?) not a novice, lest 
being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil. 
Moreover, he must have a good report of them which are without." 
Here is the standard for a Christian Bishop, erected by the Spirit of 
God, drawn by the pencil of inspiration ; and, we think that it will 
be readily perceived by all who were favored with an intimate 
acquaintance with our venerated Roberts, that, by grace, he was 
enabled to Jill the measure. He was a genuine Christian Bishop, 
and of the true afostolic succession. And, when compared with 
him, how vastly wanting must those men appear who, sitting at 
their ease, or rolling in luxury, are prating about tl^ Church, the 
regular successiorit and claiming supreme and exclusive authority 
in the Church of God. Our beloved Bishop was a man of toil, 
carrying out the spirit of our Discipline where it speaks of a gen- 
eral itinerant superintendency.* He traveled many thousands of 

* We are fully advised that it was the fixed determination of Bishop Roberts, 
had he lived, to have surrendered the office of Superintendent to the next Oen- 
eral conference, and to have taken some other relation to the Church. This he 
would have done in accordance with the settled convictions of his own mind, that 
Bishop and Presbyter or Elder, were the same order; and, believing that he would 
no longer be able to discharge the duties of a Suprintendent according to the prin- 
ciples of our Church economy, he had determined to retire from that station. 
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miles in the service of the Church, preached many thousands of 
sermons, and was, doubtless, instrumental in the conversion of many 
hundreds of souls. When he joined the Church she was in her in- 
fancy, numbering but about eighty thousand. When he fell on 
sleep (besides the m3rriads which had been transferred from within 
her pale to the Church triumphant) she numbered, in her com- 
munion, more than one million ; and he died in the very arms of 
victory, while the triumphant shouts of the conquering hosts of our 
Israel were reverberating through the vales, and echoing from the 
mountain tops, throughout the length and breadth of our land. 
Never, with humble gratitude to God be it spoken, never has our 
Church witnessed so prosperous a year as the present, since its first 
organization in these United States, on the 25th day of December, 
1784. Now, in all this service, the will of God was the rule by 
which he wrought : this was the governing principle. We come now, 

Lastly, to notice some of the circumstances of his last illness and 
death. 

Alas, the solemn reflection ! And is it so ? Is our beloved and 
justly venerated Bishop, and father in the Gospel, dead ? No, my 
brethren, no I ** He is not dead, but sleepeth ;" and he has fallen 
asleep in the arms of Him who said, *< I am the resurrection and 
the life ; he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live ; and whosoever liveth, and believeth in me, shall never die.*' 
But he has gone from us ; he has gone to rest. 

His last affliction was long and painful. His disease was of a 
complicated nature ; he being afllicted with asthma, congestion of 
the lungs, and finally, with typhus fever. He evinced great patience 
in his suflerings, though, from the nature of his disease, he was able 
to converse but little. About one month before his death he was 
visited by brother Terril, of the Bedford station. While there he 
asked the Bishop if he had any presentiment how his disease 
would terminate. He replied that he had not; and added, 
** When I was first taken sick, I apprehended nothing serious." 
Brother Terril then asked, ** Have you any anxiety about the mat- 
ter?" He replied, *'I have none. It is true there are some tem- 
poral matters that I should like to see adjusted. But I have no 
fears. I think I have an assurance that, should I die, I shall be at 
rest." O blessed assurance! Heaven grant that it may be ours 
when we too sliall be called to die ! It is said that he then added, 
with much feeling, << But I have no plea or righteousness of my 
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own ; after all that I have done, I feel that I am an unprofitable ser- 
vant. But should I die, I die firmly in the belief of those doc- 
trines which I have been preaching for more than forty years," At 
a subsequent visit, not long before his death, brother Terril asked 
him if he still felt the same confidence which he had expressed 
on a former occasion? He replied that he did; and then observed, 
*'It is a very solemn thing to die;" and spoke of the many ties that 
bind us to life, and how painful it was to sever them. When brother 
Terril went to bid him farewell, the Bishop took him by the hand, 
and, after asking an interest in his prayers, observed, with much 
feeling, <* Brother, I feel that if I die, I shall die in the Lord, and 
if I live, I shall live for the Lord." From this period he sunk 
rapidly, and evidently sufiered much ; but in patience he possessed 
his soul, and held fast the beginning of his confidence without waver- 
ing, firm unto the end. 

The foregoing statement (relative to his last illness) we have ex- 
tracted principally from the account published in the Western Chris- 
tian Advocate. We have more recently received a communication 
from a pious and intelligent physician* who was with him in his 
last moments, from which we present the following interesting 
account. He says : '< The Bishop's sickness was long and painful, 
and, in the treatment, it became necessary to blister him extensively. 
All this he bore without a murmur ; not one word of complaint 
escaped him ; and in his sickness throughout, he exhibited the most 
happy example of Christian patience, resignation and courage. I 
was with him in the closing scene, (and was the only one of his 
physicians present on that occasion.) I recollect to have frequently 
heard him remark, that in health man might deceive the most 
critical observer, and even themselves, but that the death scene gen- 
erally stamped the character with its true value. He has been tried 
by this standard, and has, I have no doubt, passed the dreadful or- 
deal triumphantly. From the nature of his disease, he was not 
able to converse much during his last illness ; but from what he did 
say, we have no doubt that he felt assured that his work was done, 
and that a crown of life awaited him. He did not speak (so as to 
be understood) for some two days before his dissolution ; but I have 
no doubt that he retained to the last moment, and entered upon his 
inheritance on the other side of Jordan, in full possession of his 
mental faculties. 

•Rev. J. Prossor. 
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'< Bishop Roberts, from the happy balance of his mind, was not 
subject to sudden or violent emotion. His religious feelings, like 
the waters of the unruffled ocean, were clear, ccdm and deep. Those 
feelings did not forsake him in the last trying hour. It is true he 
did not speak ; but by the serenity of his countenance, and gestures 
the most expressive, he manifested the triumph of the soul. You 
will, doubtless, well recollect that, in his public exercises, when in 
his happiest mood, his countenance wore a most heavenly expres- 
sion, while, with both hands gracefully extended, in a manner pC' 
culiar to himself, he gave evidence of the unutterable joy which 
swelled his bosom ; and it was with these signs, in his last struggle, 
he continued to indicate to us the calm triumph of the mind, until 
we lost sight of him in the dark valley of death. It has been my 
lot to witness many death-bed scenes ; but until now, none like this. 
We did not feel that we were standing by the bed of death, but that 
we were honored witnesses of the exaltation of our belovedtBishop * ^*-^ 
to the joys of his Lord ; and, even while performing the last mel- 
ancholy office of closing his sightless eye's, we felt the force of those 
beautiful lines of the poet, 

'The chamber where the good man meets his fate, 
Is privileged beyond the common walks of Tirtuous life, 
Quite on the verge of heaven.' 

Nor were we alone impressed with those sentiments ; for, before we 
had given utterance to our feelings, his brother, Lewis Roberts, who 
was present, in a voice of < mournful pleasure,' quoted those beau- 
tiful lines." 

It was thus, on Sabbath morning, the 26th of March, about half 
past 1 o'clock, that he <* fell on sleep," and exchanged a life of toil 
and suffering for that " rest which remains for the people of God." 

On Monday, the 27th, a sermon was preached on the occasion 
by Rev. E. G. Wood, of the Charlestown district ; and, on Tues- 
day, the 28th, his remains were interred on a spot previously selected 
by himself, on his own farm in Lawrence county, there to rest until 
the resurrection morn. 

His labors, his afflictions and sufferings, are ended. All tears are 
wiped for ever from his eyes. He will labor and suffer no more. 
<*He rests from his labors, and his works will follow him." Our 
beloved Bishop Roberts will visit us no more. From the sacred 
desk his voice will no more be heard warning tlie sinner to turn 
from the error of his way, or cheering on to the contest the sacra- 
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mental host. *< He will not return to us ; but, thank God, we may 
go to him ;" for, although his body slumbers in the dark and silent 
tomb, the soul immortal sleeps not there. Doubtless, when with 
him the mortal pang was past, the disin thralled spirit rose trium* 
phant, cheered by the songs of angels, to the abodes of the blessed ; 
and there, upon the threshhold of bright glory, was he a stranger, 
think you ? Nay, was he not greeted by a M'Kendree, an Asbury, 
a Wesley, and welcomed by all the redeemed millions ? while a voice 
from the empyreal throne, in accents sweeter than the seraph's song 
proclaimed, '< Servant of God, well done ! well hast thou fought 
and conquered in my might ; and, having thus overcome, shalt thou 
now sit down with me upon my throne, even as I have overcome, 
and have sat down with my Father upon his throne." And now, 
with eager joy, he presses forward to cast his newly acquired 
crown at the Savior's feet. He may, however, for a moment be 
interiHf ted by a joyous multitude gathering around him. And who 
are these that, even amid the joys of heaven, are thus privileged? 
Ah ! these are some of the seals to his ministry, who, having gone 
before, are now permitted to hail and receive him into everlasting 
habitations. Perhaps one is heard to say, " Welcome, thrice wel- 
come, the blood-washed spirit of him who, in my cottage home, 
first pointed me to the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of 
the world—- taught me to look up, and with confidence to say, 
* Our Father who art in heaven,^ " While another, and another, 
and yet many others, exclaim, *< Thanks be to God that ever he 
was born, that ever he was called to the sacred office ; it was 
through his instrumentality that my sinking feet were taken from 
the * horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and placed upon the Rock 
of ages.' " And now, with mutual joy, they bow around the re- 
splendent throne, saying, '* Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name, be glory, for thy mercy and thy truth's sake !" It 
is thus, while ** mortals mourn, a child of man is dead," all heaven 
shouts, «* an heir of glory is born." And now, while the swelling 
strains of the triumphant song, " Glory to God in the highest!'* 
rolls onward o'er the fair fields of immortality, and reverberates 
through the numerous mansions of that God-built temple which is 
the destined home of all the pious of every age, the sainted spirit 
of our departed Roberts, as he sweeps his golden lyre, joins the 
joyful chorus, '< Unto him that hath loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood, and made us kings and priests unto God, 
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and his Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever ! 
Amen." There, in the presence of the Lamb, in company with the 
patriarchs and prophets, apostles and mart3nrs, shall he enjoy the 
rest of paradise, until the '* hour shall arrive when all that are in 
their graves shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and shall come 
forth." Then shall that body which now, weary and toil-worn, sleeps 
in the cold embrace of death, awake to a joyous resurrection. That 
body, now "sown in weakness, shall be raised in power; now 
sown in corruption, shall be raised in glory;" and, soul and body 
re-united, shall live and reign with Christ in his kingdom for ever, 
even for ever and ever. 

In conclusion, my brethren in the ministry, let us, in our hum- 
ble spheres, copy his example of piety, holiness, and zealous be- 
nevolence ; and thus follow him, as he followed Christ. And O let 
us fervently pray that the fallen mantle of our ascended Elijah may 
he taken up with care, and that Heaven, in mercy, may still con- 
tinue to bless the Church with a faithful leader among the prophets 
of God. O that a double portion of his Spirit may rest upon those 
that remain, and those who, in the order of Heaven, may yet be 
called to fill the important, the laborious station from which our 
faithful Elijah has been so recently removed. And let us not grow 
weary or faint in our minds, but trust in God and fear nothing ; for 
while " God calls off his workmen, he still carries on his work." 
Then, leaning upon the arm of Omnipotence for support, and 
" strong in the strength which God supplies," let us push the battle 
to the gate. Let our motto be, holiness to the Lord ; and let our 
watch-word still be, onward, until Scriptural holiness shall, indeed, 
be spread quite over all these lands. 

Finally, as a Church and people, let us be truly grateful to God 
that he has given us a faithful and efficient ministry. And, that we 
may profit by their ministrations, let us be careful to believe, obey 
and confidently trust in the mercy of God, through the merits of 
Christ, for pardon, peace and heaven ; that, thus having " laid up 
in store a good foundation against the time to come, we too may be 
enabled to lay hold on eternal life." 

And, although as a Church, we are now called to mourn the loss 
of 2l faithful, experienced, long tried, and highly esteemed teacher^ 
and father in Israel, yet should we not " sorrow as those who 
have no hope." And, while we mourn, let us not murmur ; but 
rather say, in the language of the perfect and patient man in the 
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